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identity of the sculptures is not yet known to archeologists, but
most of them believe that it belonged to Olimais.

The sculpture, dedicated by the builder to the temple, is simple,
without ornament, tiara or jewelry and reminds one of mythical
magnificence. The sculpture was built through molding and
waxing and reflects the art, technology, and aestheticism of the
era. The original sculpture held in Iran Bastan Museum is one the
greatest cultural heritage in the country. Hair style, dress, and
special pants (Ranpa) shows the man’s interest in equestrian.

The sculpture of Olimais man, which is sometimes mistakenly
called Partian man, can be seen on many books. As a great matter
of art, it has been registered by no. 2401, and antiquity of 50 A.D
to 150 A.D. and reflects a salient memorial of ancient Izeh. After
84 years of its discovery in Shamsi Temple, in 2020, the sculpture
was put on a pedestal as a symbol of culture and identity with the
help and attempt of Islamic Assembly and Municipality of Izeh
and collaboration of people and the square is named Olima after
the archeological researches and the tribes.
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Strabo, Greek historian(64 A.D.) in his Geography Book mention
“Olimaice” as a place in Zagros region and a safe base for Olimais
soldiers for arching and drilling. Unlike other tribes, they refused
to follow Arsacids kings. Other historians also belive that Olimais
were different from Arsacids, Suzis, Khuzis - called Ukshi by
Greek people.

This religious land benefited from abundance of wealth and

temples where Olimais tried to keep and defend.

According to minted coins, sculptures, and engravings during
Olimais era, their arts were influenced by traditional schools and
co-existence of Iranian and Greek (Hellenic) arts resulting in
calm written forms. Izeh hasbeen the base of Olimais government
as the beginning of their establishment and the kings related to
Kamnaskirs - treasure holders of Shush in Achaemenides era -
started their government afterward and according to their coins,
ruled the region of Izeh - Tang Srouk, Behbahan, Tang Taban,
Shimbar, Masjid Soleiman, Bakhtirai Mountains — which now

are the residence of Bakhtiari and Lor tribes.

And finally “Nirofouh” the last Olimai king who rules Ahwaz,
was defeated by Ardshir Babakan the founder of Sasanis and this
resulted in the establishment of Sasani government.

But the “sculpture of Shami man” discovered in 1935 in a rural
region 45 kilometers away from Izeh has a height of a real man
(around 194 cm) and shoulder cross of 60 cm. Although the exact
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Olimais are probably descendents of Elam powerful tribes who,
in the late forth millennium, entered the Khuzestan plain from
Zagros Mountains and established a civilization which later
resulted in Achaemenides. Finally, after being defeated by
Ashours, the last traces of their government by the appearance of
“Shotrouks” at the time of “Hani” can bee seen in engravings of
“Ayapir” in Izeh, Konouh, and Ashkoftsoleiman.

Olimaid, or in greek “Olimaice”, was the basic residence of
Olimais tribes in Bakhtiari Mountains or now Izeh Plain. They
lived in Ayapiri at the time of Elam and according to embossments
in Fung Azhdar, Fung Kamalvand, Fung Yaralivand, resurrected
in the same area afterward at the time of Mehrdad I, the great
Arsacids king.

Although they lived at the era of Arsacids, however, Olimais
maintained their independence through semi-dependent
deputies in Khuzestan, and battled Seleucids and Arsacids during
their social-political life. They imposed a hard defeat on
Antoniofus IIT king of Seleucids who attempted to plunder Shami
Temple; they also scared away Antoniofus IV back to Gabianeh
(Isfahan). One may conclude that neither Khuzestan belonged to
Arsacids nor Olimaid belonged to Arsacids or Seleucids.

Olima, meaning Mountainous Land, is adopted from Elam and
reflects the name of Olimais tribes who probably are the most
ancientricein Bakhtiari,and residents of Izeh plainsand mountains.
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Abstract:

“Olimais” were descendents of Asians or Zagro- Elam - neither
Indo-European nor Sami - living in Bakhtiari Mountains on
north — east region of middle Zagros in tribes.

The establishment of Olimais government occurred at the late
Seleucids and early Arsacids. They rose on the relics of ancient
and novel Susiana whose engravings can still be seen on rocks in
the Narsina Temple and Tarsia (now Idhe). Contemporary to
Achaemenides, they allied together against Alexander. Although
they lived almost the same time as Arsacids but did not accept
their sovereignty and always had fight against Seleucids
(Alexander’s successors) and Arsacids living in Khorasan and
north-eastern area of Persia.

Finally and after Seleucids rulers (i.e. 162 A.D), Olimai tribes
established their government with local governors and in 145
A.D. invaded Metropolis of Susa in Khuzestan and minted their
own coins and survived for several centuries.

The governors and local tribes often resided on mountains and at
the time of rising power, the penetrated Khuzestan and invaded
Ramhormoz, Shushtar, Ahwaz, Dezful, Shush, and rich riversides
of Dez, Karkheh, and Gabianeh (or Isfahan) and to Mesopotamia
and today Iraq. At the time of weakness, they withdrew back to
their bases — Bakhtiari Mountains and Zagros rises and falls.
They often used partisan strategies for fighting.
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