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The Third Anniversary
of the Cultural Heritage Multimedia Festival at a Glance

The Cultural Heritage Multimedia Production Festival marks
its third anniversary with a substantial increase in popularity
and submissions, having more than doubled compared to
the previous year. During its inaugural year, the festival
received 2,770 entries, while in the second year submissions
decreased to 2,000. However, this year saw a remarkable
surge to 4,498 entries, illustrating significant growth and
engagement.

Hosting Historic Iranian Cities

The increasing enthusiasm of Iran’s historic cities to host the
festival emphasizes the need for such a celebration of cultural
heritage. Each year, a different city with significant cultural
relevance has been chosen as host. Yazd, one of the world’s
most beautiful adobe cities, hosted the first festival. The second
year saw the event in Qazvin, one of the capitals of the Safavid
dynasty. This year, Shiraz, known for its connections to the
Achaemenid Empire, has taken on the role.

A Council of Cultural Advocates

A diverse group of culturally engaged figures serves on the
festival's policymaking council, showcasing their dedication to
preserving Iranys cultural heritage. This group includes well-
known personalities such as Bahman Namvar Motlagh,
Mohammad Reza Varzi, Shahab Esfandiari, Jebreil Nokandeh,
Behrouz Shoaibi, Shahram Gilabadi, Ahmad Reza Darvish,
Pooran Derakhshandeh, Mosaib Amiri, Mohammad Reza
Hasani, Atousa Momeni, Mohammad Hossein Saei, Maryam
Jalali Dehkordi, Mostafa Pourali, Mehdi Faraji, Marzieh
Boroumand, Ahmad Reza Darvish, Javad Gharaei, and Seyed
Majid Emami.

Sharing Expertise through Workshops
The festival has consistently sought to incorporate the

expertise of accomplished cultural figures. Notable individuals
such as Reza Mirkarimi, Younes Shokrkhah, Ali Shah-
Mohammadi, Ahmad Masjed-Jamei, and Ahmad Reza

Darvish have shared their experiences with festival participants

through dedicated workshops.

Promoting Tourism and Local Crafts

To promote Iran’s tourism and cultural heritage, the festival
has included a variety of side events, such as media tours to
lesser-known historical sites, celebrations for new UNESCO
World Heritage listings, and events showcasing regional
souvenirs, cuisine, and customs. Additionally, international
students have been invited to produce documentaries on
Iran»s tourist attractions, expanding the festivalys reach.

Special Awards

Special awards were introduced for works focusing on the
cultural heritage of Qazvin and Shiraz, providing a valuable
platform for artists, researchers, and cultural enthusiasts

nationwide to showcase their outstanding contributions. The
festival's second year adopted the slogan “Heritage in the
Mirror,” while its third year marks the announcement of the
event’s expansion to an international level.

Handicraft Exhibitions and Marketplaces

Given the theme of heritage, the festival also incorporates a
crafts exhibition and marketplace to display handmade art
from each region, emphasizing the significance of traditional
Iranian handicrafts.

Traditional Ceremonies, Theater, and Music

in Historic Venues

Bridging traditional arts with historical sites has become a
signature aspect of the festival, with each edition holding
cultural ceremonies in historic locations.

The Third Edition and Introduction of the International Section
This year, the third edition of the Cultural Heritage Multimedia
Festival, held in Shiraz with the slogan “Our Iran, Our Heritage;
Our Heritage, Our Iran,” has gained international status.
Organized by the Cultural Heritage Deputy of the Ministry of
Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts, the festival is
hosted with the participation of Fars Province authorities and
chaired by Alireza Tabesh. The international segment is now a
competitive platform, featuring joint Iranian-ltalian and Iranian-
Tajik productions. The documentary Stones and Bricks, co-
produced by Iran and ltaly, will be screened on Wednesday,
November 6, at the Blue Hall of Sun City Arts Campus. The
feature film Melody, a collaboration between Iran and Tajikistan,
will be shown on Thursday, November 7, from 7:00 PM to 9:00
PM at the Yellow Hall of the same venue.

Additionally, a “Restored Classic Film” from the National
Film Archive of Iran will be screened on Wednesday,
November 6, from 3:15 PM to 5:15 PM in the Blue Hall. The
international documentary section will feature Journey to
Iran from Serbia, Introducing Tabriz from Turkey, Hafez
Shirazi from Bosnia, Another Iran Documentary from
Russia, and Iran Documentary from China, each offering
foreign perspectives on Iranian culture for an international
audience. These films will be shown on Thursday, November
7, from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM in the Blue Hall.

The “International Photo Section” includes works from
photographers based in Armenia, the United States, Spain,
Russia, Pakistan, Kyrgyzstan, and China, which will be
displayed in a photo gallery on November 5-7 from 10:00
AM to 7:00 PM at the Taropod Gallery, affiliated with the
National Library and Archives of Fars Province.

This year’s festival collaborates with the Documentary and
Experimental Film Center, the National Film Archive of Iran,
the Islamic Culture and Relations Organization, and Iranian
cultural representatives across various countries.
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